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[image: ]From Pastor Liz
23 Jesus said to him, “‘If you can do anything’? All things are possible for the one who has faith.” 24 At that the boy’s father cried out, “I have faith; help my lack of faith!” (Mark 9:23-24, CEB)
	To fully understand this passage, we need to understand the context. Jesus has just finished coming down a mountain when a desperate father approaches him and asks him to heal his son. “If you can do anything, help us, show us compassion,” says the father. Jesus then proclaims, “all things are possible for the one who has faith.” Before Jesus even has a chance to actually do the healing, the father responds, “I have faith; help my lack of faith!”
	Wow. What a powerful and honest prayer. I have not had an experience like the father in this story, but I can empathize with his vulnerable and honest words. I have had seasons in my life when I was plagued with doubt and darkness, struggling to see God at work. I have often wondered where God was in the midst of the storms. In those seasons, I had faith – but I still had doubts.
	I am sure you have had experiences like that, too. During those moments of doubt, we often feel a sense of shame or guilt because we think it is wrong for us to doubt God. We become quick to withdraw, and we rely on our own strength to get ourselves out of it. But that’s the opposite of what God wants us to do. At the end of this story, God shows up and heals the boy when the father admits his doubts. Maybe even because he admits his doubts. And that’s such good news.
	God is bigger than our doubts. God meets us exactly where we are, even when we feel we don’t have enough faith. What are some areas of your life where you trust God is at work? What are some areas of your life where you’re struggling with doubt, wondering if God is really helping you? This month, I encourage you to believe that God is at work in your life, even in the midst of your doubts.
	Lord, thank you for your love and grace. Thank you for meeting me where I am, even in the midst of my doubts. Lord, I believe. I have faith. But help my lack of faith. Give me strength for today and hope for tomorrow.  Amen. 
	The month of September finds us starting our fall activities. A church is not merely a physical building, a church is a family composed of its many members. When some of our family are missing, we are not as strong as a body. We all need to participate fully in the activities of our family, both at home and at church.  We have so much to offer here at our church for everyone, if you will come and participate. Even better, bring along a friend or a neighbor.
As the busy times of summer come to an end for another year, I look forward to seeing you at worship services and our special events. Make church attendance a habit that is hard to break.

										~Blessings, Grace and Peace, Liz

Fifth Sunday Multigenerational Sunday School
	On September 29 at 9:15 a.m. all of our Sunday school classes will meet together in the fellowship hall for a light breakfast and guided discussion.  This event will be held four times a year on the fifth Sunday.  It will encourage fellowship and give our teachers a much needed break.  It will be a fun opportunity for all of us to learn together. 
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“Catch-Up Sunday” to be Held
As a church, we want to both encourage and challenge our members to catch up on their tithes and offerings that were not given during June, July, and August. As the Apostle Paul stated, “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income . . .” (1 Corinthians 16:2). Many of us did not give the first day of each week because our summer plans kept us away from church. In order to recover lost contributions, we are introducing “Catch-Up Sunday” on September 15. We are appealing to everyone in our church to do what he or she can so we can catch up with our budgeted obligations. If you are not current with your giving, we urge you to catch up now. 
Your prayerful consideration and response is appreciated. If you will not be in church on this special “Catch-Up- Sunday,” please mail your offerings to the church office.
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A Letter from Bishop Weaver 
after recent mass shootings on 
August 6, 2019.

Dear Sisters and Brothers of the Virginia Conference,
	Following the tragic mass killings of this past weekend, I write to you again in the name and spirit of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who once again weeps over our nation and the cities of Dayton and El Paso saying, “If you, even you, had only recognized today the things that make for peace.” (Lk. 19:42)  Following the shootings in Virginia Beach two months ago, I called for us, even us, as United Methodists (1) to “mourn with those who mourn” and share the Good News that, in Christ, death does not have the final word, and (2) to join our witness and actions with those committed to ending hatred, bigotry, racism, violence and recognizing, today, “the things that make for peace.”
	You, even you; I, even I; us, even us; are called by Christ to ask: (1) what initiatives we can take to create a cultural moral commitment to “Thou shall not kill” in our family, town, nation? (2) How can we more effectively be more aware of and care for mental illness, enact sensible gun legislation, reject the glorification of violence in the media, and be sensitive to the signs of stress building in friends, co-workers, and neighbors? (3) How can our own conversation, conduct, and congregation connect with others to affect change?
	It is needed today, not tomorrow. It is for you and I, not others. It is about Jesus, not just politics. Let the weeping stop, and the peace of Christ begin.
In Christ’s name, Peter D. Weaver
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[image: ]2019 Charge Conference
The District Superintendent,  Scott Davis, has announced that he will be conducting charge conferences this year at each church or charge. Our Conference will be Sunday, November 3rd,  at 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. The Church Council and the Finance Team are requesting that budgets for 2020 be developed and submitted to our treasurer, Judy Martin, no later than Thursday, September 20. 
Nominations & Personnel will be meeting to fill any open positions for next year. We will be streamlining our church structure this year. If you desire a change in a position you hold, please contact Pastor Liz.

[image: ]
Be sure and join us when we resume this Fall on Thursday nights ~Choir begins on Thursday, September 5, at 6:45 p.m. Bells begin on Thursday, September 19, at 6:00 p.m.
~Heather Wilson, Director of Music

[image: ]I am very excited to announce that Chestnut Hill will be a part of  Lynchburg District Clergy Leadership Coaching Cohort with Rev. Jim Chandler of 360intentionality.  The coaching will be very practical in nature and be a balanced emphasis between strengthening existing forms and exploring new ways of being the church in the 21st Century. The cohort will have a total of 12 monthly coaching sessions. The Lynchburg District will pay 100% of the cost of this coaching experience for each member of the 2019-2020 cohort. 		
~Pastor Liz

[image: ]Mission Memo
The food chart for July & August was literally over flowing with products for Park View Mission.  We donated 30 rolls of toilet paper; 70 tampons; 36 feminine pads; 11 incontinence pads; 424 adults wipes; 20 deo.; 9 toothpastes; 12 toothbrushes; 1 mouth wash; 10 body lotions; 55 bar soaps; 6 hand soaps; 6 hand sanitizers; 30 body washes; 2 bubble baths; 18 shampoos; 6 conditioners; 
16 combs; 130 razors; and 2 shave creams. Also a bag of various small size personal care items. For babies we collected 200 wipes; 3 shampoos; and 1 lotion. Cleaning products included 11 laundry dets.; 14 dish liquids; 2 bathroom cleaners; 2 hand wipes. This was the first time in two months that the Hygiene room has been fully stocked.  Park View Mission was overjoyed.  A BIG THANK-YOU to all who support this mission. 
Just a heads up we have placed a box by the cart for Laundry detergent and all liquids.  Please put your bottles of detergent in a plastic bag in the box as we had a problem with leakage. Also please put a piece of tape over any flip top bottles that contain liquids. This would also  prevent leaks. Thank you so much for your help. 
For September we will continue to collect personal care items, and laundry detergent and cleaning products. The mission really needs diapers all sizes and baby wipes and feminine products.
 ~Thank you, Linda Jessen & The Mission Committeee
						~Thank you, Linda Jessen & The Mission Committeee

[image: ]Top of the Hill will meet on Wednesday, September 25, 2019, at 11:00 a.m. Chesley R. Vohden, Director Of Church Relations for Society Of St. Andrew, will be our speaker. She has served in many capacities such as  The Salvation Army and other service organizations. Before coming to SOSA she actually dug potatoes with the Girl Scouts for The Society Of St. Andrew. Bring a sandwich. Dessert and drinks provided.


FRIENDS WHO CARE
[image: ]	Please send your reports of visits and phone calls each month to Scottie  Nuckols, 1250 Jefferson Oaks Court, # 44, Forest, VA 24551. Or e-mail to mx55566@gmail.com. On your report please note the month and year, names of those visited (or called) and the number of times visited or called that month and any comments of our pastor. Please try to get this information to Scottie by the 5th of the month. We express our appreciation to all the volunteers who participate in this ministry of compassion. For July: Calls: 30. Visits: 1.

[image: ]Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church extends Christian love and sympathy to the family of Thomas L. “Link” White and especially to his brother and sister-in-law, John & Jane White. Mr. White passed away on July 2, 2019.


That Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church is on Facebook? If you haven’t already done so, please like Chestnut Hill UMC. Also, Pastor Liz is on Facebook -send her a friend request today and we can all stay in touch better. (Also check out our website at www.chestnuthillumc.net.) Thanks.

[image: ]We’re Beating the Bushes Looking For Musicians
Singers, ringers, instrumentalists, musicians of all ages and stages are being recruited! September is a wonderful time to choose to serve in the ministry of music at Chestnut Hill UMC. There are opportunities for people of all ages. NO EXPERIENCE REQUIRED. Plan now to come “make a joyful noise” with us. 


Address Change:
[image: ]Georgia Mason
c/o Heartland Health Care Center
2200 Landover Place, Room 227A
Lynchburg, VA 24501


Food Cart...
[image: ]	We  will be collecting items for the Food Cart for Park View Community Mission. 
For the Month of SEPTEMBER:
“Cleaning Products especially Laundry Detergent and Dish Washing Liquid. Also needed are Body Lotion, Shampoo, Conditioner, Body Wash, and Razors for men and women, Tampons, Adult Wipes, Handsoap, Hand Sanitizer. This will assist people through Park View Community Mission. NOTE: Please put all liquids in the box provided. Tape down all flip top bottles. Please place in the food cart, located in the Commons. Help those in need.
 
[image: ]Gifts & Memorials
In Memory of
William Wilmouth
Given by: Jimmy & Martha Mitchell

**********************************

[image: ]Read Ahead 
Each Sunday The lectionary provides us with  readings from the Gospel, the Epistles (Letters) the Old  Testament and the Psalms.  The lectionary  follows a three year cycle, which when finished will have covered the majority of the Bible.  Pastor Liz believes that reading ahead will increase your understanding and enjoyment of the service. 
Sept. 1, 2019~Psalm 81 is the reading. The sermon text is Luke 14:1, 7-14 and the message is “Holes in the Bible?”
Sept. 8, 2019~the Scriptures are Jeremiah 18:1-11 
& Psalm 139. The sermon text is Luke 14:25-33 and the message is “I Would Be!”
Sept. 15, 2019~the Scriptures are 1 Timothy 1:12-17 & Psalm 14. The sermon text is Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 and the message is “Facebook Testaments”.
Sept. 22, 2019~the Scriptures are 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
& Psalm 79. The sermon text is Luke 16:1-13 and the message is “What Goes Around”.
Sept. 28, 2019~1st Responders Sunday. The 
Scripture is Timothy 6:6-19 & Psalm 911. The sermon text is John 12:31-35 and the message is “Be Something”.

September Birthdays
	1	Georgia Mason
2	Carl Hardwick
3	Rose Morris
4	Jimmy Blunt			
         Adna Fainter
5	Shirley Johnson
6	Brian Anders
8	Monica Campbell
9	Mintcy Maxham
10	Carolyn Inman 
11	Robert Hicks
12	Clarissa Clarke
14	Robert Elium, Jr.
15	Elizabeth Daugherty
	Jody Underwood
16	John Forster
17	Jerry Lease
18	Robert Bennett
	Sarah Stables
19	Thomas Evans
	Linda Stinnett
20	Doris Wilkerson
	21	Naomi Levin
	Beryl Martin
22	Eleanor Maxham
23	Blair Gunter
	Mary Walker
24	Brianna Abbott
	Brandi Tinsley
	Betty Williams
26	Jessah Klein
Sharon Mayhew
28	Kendall Gunter
	Janice Harden
29	Beverly Franklin
	Chet Walker
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	Those Who Serve ~ SEPTEMBER:
USHERS:  Fred Norvelle, Head Usher
NURSERY CAREGIVER:
Erin Ecklund, Nursery Supervisor
SEPTEMBER GREETERS:
9/1		~Scottie Nuckols
9/8		~Linda Wright
9/15	~Jane White
9/22	~Scottie Nuckols
9/29	~Marsha Burks
OFFERING COUNTERS: 
Jerry Lease, Judy Lease, Valerie Witt
CHILDREN’S CHURCH (Ages 4-11)
Information will be provided in the bulletins.

**************************
 OUR ATTENDANCE

SUNDAY SCHOOL		   WORSHIP
6/23			31					51
6/30			23					46
7/7			23					44
7/14			28					55
7/21			24					46
7/28			25					60
8/4			30					65
8/11			24					52
8/18			31					51
**************************
[image: ] GOOD NEWS  is published monthly for members and friends of Chestnut Hill United Methodist Church. Send articles to the church office by the 15th of the month. (Subject to change.)
[image: ]


[image: ]
[image: ]
	Our Church Financial Picture
Through the end of July 2019
General Operating Funds:
Needed to meet our 2019 Budget	$ 233,633.00
Needed to meet our budget to date	$ 136,286.00
Actual receipts to date				$ 123,437.00
Shortage to meet budget to date		$    12,849.00
Actual expenditures to date			$    23,184.00
Overage to meet expenses to date	$          253.00
Joy In Missions Funds:
Our Giving Goal for 2019			$      11,600.00
Needed to meet our goal to date		$         6,767.00
Actual receipts to date				$         6,544.00
Special Offerings* (not budgeted):
Received to date					$          9,215.00
Dispersed to date					$          8,515.00
*Christmas, Easter, Annual Conference,
World Communion, etc.
2019 Joy In Mission Donations 
To date, the following amounts have
 been paid to the missions indicated.
1. Missionary Covenant Relationship$2,500  1,250.00
2. Interfaith Outreach		            	$1,000    500.00
3. Park View Mission, Food for 
Families			             			$1,750  1,235.00
4. Society of St. Andrew	             	$1,000     500.00
1. Adult Care Center		             	$    500     250.00
2. Blue Ridge Area Food Bank	         $    500     250.00
3. Camp Timothy		             	         $    500     500.00
4. Churches for Urban Ministry            $    500     250.00
5. Daily Bread			          	$    500     250.00
6. Free Clinic			             	         $    500     250.00
7. Good Neighbor		             		$    500          0.00
8. Habitat for Humanity	             	$    250     125.00
 9. Heifer Project		             		$    500          0.00
10. UMCOR-Non-Administrative          $    500        0.00
11. Undesignated		              		$    600        0.00
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS
Meals on Wheels (Souper Bowl)              $ 1,409.00
UMCOR (One Great Hour of Sharing)   $      385.00
UMCOR (Tornado/Hurricane Relief)	    $         0.00









[image: ]












   			 Chestnut Hill United
                  Methodist Church
4660 Fort Avenue, Lynchburg, VA 24502

Phone Number: 434-239-8423: FAX: 434-239-7209
E-mail: chestnuthillumc@comcast.net
On the web: www.chestnuthillumc.net

Church Office Hours
Monday-Thursday~9:00 am—3:30 pm
Friday~9:00 am-1:00 pm[image: ]
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DIRECTORY OF 
CHESTNUT HILL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
	
	Sharma Lewis
	Richmond Area Resident Bishop

	
	Scott Davis
	Lynchburg District Superintendent

	
	Liz Ecklund
	Minister

	
	Vernie Barrow
	Minister Emeritus

	
	Monica C. Campbell
	Administrative Assistant

	
	Heather Wilson
	Director of Music Ministry

	
	Judy Martin
	 Bookkeeper

	
	Judy Robertson
	Lay Leader

	
	Erin Ecklund
	Nursery Supervisor
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